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“We are contident that such a paper as this

A

city and in the Distriet at large.  Indeed, At
s propegeand right du all places, at this

time, . 1 ds 1o be the eonstant advoeate ol
temperance and wmorality, and yet contain
all that will be Intecesting and instructive to
mien of business, and also well worthy the
attenition and perusal of gentlemen and la-
dies of leisure. I is not eur intention to
burdin any particulur class of readers with
tap much of whal may possibly not be so

Cagrecable to them.  Althéugh we may not

in many of our numbers have: cvery hing |

that will please every one, yet we intend to

have something 1o please évery oney 3l they

will only have patience to look for it. And

it ought to bereonceded, that while each one

%7 has some claim to accommodation for him-

selfy (because he pays his money and gives

i 1 his time 1o read,) there ave others that have

an equal claim. Therefore, so lar as we

can do it, consistent with our principles, we

“ghall try to please all, to the profit of each.

This is what we are labpring to do in the

4 "'beai"wa'y wulcan, and we will try to do bet-

U7 ter. Those who read our paper, can and

.+ will judge how far we succeed. Already,

we have been greatly’ encouraged by the

' _communications we have received in favor
on of the paper.

. We have ‘been very much encouraged

from the fact that we sent papers to every

i -member of both Houses of Congress and to '

' every judge, and but three papers have been

* “returned. We take for granted the rest are
»i. all cheerfully received and read with inter-
est. It is with you, gentlemen, to do much
-"in this way for the promotion of virtne. It
8 the virtue of the people that is to perpet-
qate our free institutions. Y ou, gentlemen,
jare in some sort the safe-guards—here is a
point where you may all agree, however

. you may differ in politics, religion, or phi-
;Jlosophy. We feel ihat in making this ap-
;:paal, we are, perhaps, trespassing npon
‘your patience. But you will indulge us in

.. ahis matter, our motive being so obvious.
1 We ask ‘your aid. This is no matter of
.. profit to us. Anything that may arise from
i the paper as a matter of profit will be ap-
. plied to the erection of a Temperance Hall.

e domte Lo e

© “What have you got in that jug, young
[ man ?"}

M Osgniac, bir?
. “What are you going to do with it.”

. “Going'to drink it, to be sure. What do
¢! you think

o “Why, I think you had better pour it in-
to the gutter, and take pure water into your
- stomach. Are you aware that you are pois-
o, oning yourseli—that every mouthful you
swallow is bringing you nearer to the grave
U @ Never heard of such a thing. ¥ oumust
Jbe mistaken, stranger, Why, the pldest
~"nién in the village' drink it, and have drank
. whickey all their lives. It hasn’t poisoned
" dhem, 1 know., Besides, it makes a fellow
feel w0 ‘good. Do take o linle, stranger,
you logk cold.”
: /“ m;ik vouy kindly, for 1 p;x}cri\'c it is
1{#6!} mennt, although most unkind. Fam
hod lemperance man, pledged o Toial Absti-
pg RENCE gn‘d"l'wnm yonu to become one too.”?
@ Whai, prowise never to take & dram—to |
“drink nofhing but cold water
sent stranger, indeed.”
e oWt gond dods it do you.”
T UR makes me strong.
“when T am coll.

can’t con-

sleep enough.

1 enn eat like all natur, end werk like a
. | TRR] 1]
sDogonr horses drink whisky.”

“No, stranger.” :

o %Do your horses work before break-
,mr
& Certain.”
< "4Dg they ever need a dram of cogniac to
liven .
énable them to work like horses
s Not that I know of.”
_ “Then you don’t work like a horse; for,
‘aecording to yont own conlession, you can’t
'*bll:k until you get your dram ; therefore it
watis your dram that works, not you.”
" Indeed :
2% Of course. You are’ like a steam en-
" gime—it is g0gd for nothing until the steam
~then it is off. Y ou move by steam—
imty diffgrenge is yon go by ame in-
gtead of inches. How many drams will
your boiler bear? How many is necessary

AN FOUNTAIN,

is perfectly in place at this very time i this |

e ; .
10 enable you to work 10 hours out of the
‘twénty-four 2 ,4 W

“ Look here, stranger, | am na_druukurd.,
Neéver was drunk in my life. I take a dram
morning, noon, and night, regularly. My
father did it before me, as did his father be-
fore ]lilll. It is the custom of the neighbor-
hood. We are all farmers about these
parts < the custem has deseended from father
to son,”

“Have you any druukards about these
paris 17

“ Plenty of them:®

“ Who and what ave they ?”

« Farmers and farmer’s sons.”

“iow often do they drink ?”

“ Ay often as they can get it, and some-
times ofietier.”?

“Did they always do this?”

“No, indeed, They were once sober,
industrions men. Some of them owned
fine farms hereabouts.”

“ How came they to be o reduced.”

“They got too fond of idle company,
lounged about taverns, neglected their erops,
and so got into the clutches of the sherifl,”

“But you say they were not always so.
There must be some cause !”

“Well, stranger, if you must know the
cause, they had too great a fondness for
cogniac; they drank to excess; spent too
much of their time at conyivial . parties, and
finally became the idle loungers they now
are.” 3

- % They were once sober and industrious,
you say i” .

“That’s afact.”

“That is, they did not drink more than
three times a day.”

“Just s0.”

“ Do you expect to be a drunkard

“What do you mean by that question?”

Just what I say

“Then you meant to insult me.”

“Not at all, These men, whom you
have pronounced idlers and loungers about
taverns, were once as secure, and as ensi-
tive on this subject as you now are, and
would have considered the mere suspicion
of their becoming drunkards an insult.
What security have you against the tempt-
ation to increase your drams? You now
drink three times a day. You did not al-
ways drink that often. There was a time
when you did not drink at all. Look where
you now are! There is a morigage on
your property.”
|  “How do you know that?”

“Yon hold the deed in your hand.”

“What! this jug

“Yes, that jug and its contents.”

“Pshaw!”

“Just g0 your neighbor said, one year be-
fore the sheriff’ sold him out of house and
honie.”

“Pray, sir, who are you ?”

I would do you good.
Y our

“Your friend.
You are traveling the road to ruin.
eyes are closed to the dangers that surround
you, I would open them. Just ahead of
you is a pit in which thousands have been
swallowed up, and thousands more are
traveling directly to its brink. Behold!
some have arrived at its edge, a moral
obliquity obscures their vision—one step
further, and then—

“What then

“Then, they drop into the drunkard’s
‘gr.'u'e. whence there is no escape, no hope,
no redemption. Friend, you are traveling
that road. - Let me prevail upon you to stop
and think. Let your memory travel back a|
few years, 'I'ry if you can recollect any |
good that has acerued to you from the use
of rum. Then look at the other side, and
gee if you do not discover much of evil

| that might have been avoided—much un-
| happiness that might have been obviated.
It waorms ‘me | But whatever you do, resolve now never to
In the moriing, before | touch, taste, nor handle, again, the accursed
o breakfast, a dean puts life into me. - Why, ! thing.” .

Jdam good for nothing until 1 get'it.  Tam|
i.40 dired when L.go 1o bed—I cannot got | spolien to me sbout this matier. For the
I am_as limber as a dish- | first tme in my life, T look upon the sub-
gloth; but when 1 iake a drink of whisky |ject in {he light in which you have placed
f4t Hivens' mre up; gives me an upputil.l:,luml i

‘| Herer is a pledge,
i

| reach of the tempter

“Siranger, vou are the first man that has

I never viewed it so before.”
“1 am rejoiced to hear you say so.?|
Will you ' sign it at
once, and thus place yoursell beyond the

“No. But I will reflect seriously upon
the subject !”

“] ghall be this way again in about a

oups give them an appetite, or | with you; think deeply upon the subjeet.

week ; take this copy of the Pledge home

Let me have the pleasure, when 1 next see
you, of hailing you as one of the redeemed
and ransomed. Friend, you may be the
means of rescuing from the drunkard’s grave |
many of those men of whom you have
spoken—your friends and neighbors. Youn
may restore thém to usefulness ; make glad
| the hearts of mothers and children; restore
happiness to the heart of the swricken wife,
and eause whole families to bless your name
who have been reunited by the influence of

your example.  Will you think of this ¢

& A
Well, good bye—I shall see you again
next W'”

“ Halloo, stranger, what's your n——,
He's oft Well, 1 shall see him again, ]
hope.”

 For the Columbian Fountain.
‘The Value of the Pledge
NO. 1. |

We ‘not only feel persuaded, but know
that the pledge is well adapted to the good
of mankind universally. Not only does it
define a_man’s tyg position, as so often re-
JAterated, but exhibits his interest in, and
fally developes his regard for social inter-
course and personal connection in the pro-
motion of‘good. It tends to strengthen any
resolution he may have formed, destroys, in

/| o great measure, his propensity to drink,

checks his natural, inclination, and irresist-
ibly elevates him in the seale of moral ex-
cellence,

What has the Pledge wrought? We be-
lieve that through its power a chord of in-
fluence had been touched in fgmr of moral-
ity and religion that will not only vibrate
through time, but throughout eternity itself;
for that alone can disclose to admiring
worlds its tedeeming qualities, and the in-
calculable amount of happiness which will
be perpetuated to many of the once suffer-
ing sons and daughters of humanity. In
imagination we lock through the dark vista
of the future, and see handed down to gen-
erations yet unborn the fruitful benefits re-
sulting from an adherence to this *immor-
tal league of love?” that binds us together
as a band of brothers,. When a nation
would erect some grand edifice, whether to
commemorate 3 national triumph-or serve a
national purpose, ingenious and intelligent
nien are necessary as well as proper mate-
rials. Plan after plan is proposed, diagram
after dingram is drawn, until, finally, one is
chosen. And in proportion to the skill of

terials, just in that proportion will be the
beauty, grandeur, and stability of the work,
Transfer this idea. Temperance is no new
thing, just started for the purpose of catch-
ing popular applause, or eliciting the shout
of the giddy multitude. Its claims have
long been advocated; but the old system
contained the very elements that would
eventuale in its final subversion and over-
throw. In the great work of a perfect re-
formation, another system was requisite;
and in proposing the same to mankind, in-
genious minds and noble, patriotic ‘hearts
were brought into lively co-operation. After
the proposing of drafts upon dralts, plan up-
on plan, one was finally approved—offering
redemption solely upon the ground of Total
Abstinence. Thisis the strongest point, and
most important feature in the Pledge. And
if we acknowledge that society should be
based upon principles of morality and vir-
tue, and that those principles should be as
elernal and changeless as the ordinances of
heaven, it will for ever bear ample testi-
mony to the value of the Pledge. The rev-
olution it has caused in this country will
be recorded as one of the brightest pages in
our national history. Let our enemies clam-
or. We will go forth in the discharge of
duty, opposing those habits which are so
directly at war with man’s temporal and
spiritual interest, and which are so posi-
tively interdieted both by the law of morals
and the law of God. We will raise our
Ebenezer long and loud in sounding the
praises of this pledge of love, until the air
shall be enriched with the melody of its
music—the gentle zephyr which has com-
menced it fan it into a mighty roar—and
the very heavens themselves made to ring
with the shout of triumph. S. N.

Washington, Dec 8, 1845, .

For .th.a‘ Columbian Fountain,
SPEECH

Delivered al the Baptist Church, near the

Navy Yard, on the 20tk inst., by Jamus

LirTLE. :

( Coneluded. )

The drinker is the most unstable being
in the world. And why? Because liquor
destroys firmness of purpose—destroys that
which is the only thing by which success
can be permanently secured. Place, by way
of illustration, into the hands of an indi-
vidual when he is sober, when his mind is
free from the power of alcohol, any busi-
nesg of importance, telling him that you de-
sire it to be despatched at a certain hour,
that none but he can despatch ity and that
your honor depends upon his punetuality.
If he perceives the feasibility of the busi-
ness, and is willing to undertake it, he will
consent faithfully to despatch it: and with
a firm resolve to accomplish ity he goes in
the pursuit after his object. On the way
he meets an old companion directly in front
of a tavern: the old companion stops, but
the man of business passes onward, with
merely a “ How is it with you to-day, old
friend 77 The old companion, not liking
such treatment, calls after the man of busi-
ness : “ Well, B., are you really the wander-

“] will.”

ing Jew ? or have you a cork leg?” “I'am

the architects and to the value of the ma-

s » - ® 8" . i 5 ﬁ gl
not the wandering Jew, neither have | a|the homicide—via. from the 284 ¢
. : usiness | last—and now, 13th day of D

cork leg; but I have in hand some business 1845, & m?t:ﬁhn%mln by his cé

which must be despaiched precisely at 12
o'clock ; and as the distance through which
I have yet to walk is one mile, I cannot
now stop.” ¢ But,” replies the old com-
panion, “you can just step in and take a
glass with me, it will not detain you over a
minute—come.” “Well, yes, | ean spare
as much time,” rejoins the man of business,
and | will just step in, take a glass with
you, and then hurry on® They enter the
tavern and call for the liquor; the man of
business drinks his and then hurries to the
door, and just as he is about to cross the
threshold, the old companion taps him on
the shoulder and says, * 0! B, have you
heard the news?” #No, indeed, what is
it?” and then he listens for fifteen minutes
to some empty narration. IHe now asks his
old companion to take something with him.
They approach the bar and call for the
liquor; and whilst the landlord is preparing
it, they enter again into conversation, which
lasts for sometime. Presently, the man of
business looks up at the clock and ex-
claims, “Good heaven! it wants only five
minutes to twelve;” and swallowing the
contents of his glass at a gulp, he rushes to
the door. The old companion follows him
thither, and accosts him thus: “The hour,
you say, B., is twelve, and the distance one
mile: it now wants only five minutes to
twelve: you cannot reach the place in time,
and, consequently, it is unnecessary to go.
However, do not let me detain you.” The

man_of business thinks for a moment, and

replies, “You are right, your reasoning is
corréct: I cannot reach the place in time,
and therefore I will remain: I am sorry for
ity but it cannot now be helped.” He again
approaches the bar and calls for liquor, in
order to silence a voice within him which
says, “ You could have reached the place
in time if you had not entered this tavern;
if you had not drank that poison, which
destroyed your firmness of purpose, you
would have saved the honor of your friend.”
And thus is it always with the drunkard—
deluded being! O fool! fool! fool! that
man is to allow liquor to pollute and de-
stroy that in which the man only exists—
the mind—

“That God-like spring of action,
The source whence learning, virtue, honor flow—
Which lifts us to the stars, which carries us
O’er the swollen waters of the angry deep
As swallows skim the air; that fame’s sole fountain,
That doth transmit a fair and spotless name
When the vile trunk is rotten.”
If liquor only killed the body then we might
excuse it; but it kills the soul, ©! it kills
the soul. It wafts that immortal bark down
the stream of time till it reaches the ocean
of oblivion ; and there it sinks to rise no
more. The effects of liquor on the mental
constitution are most deleterious and damn-
ing. :

I could extend my remarks upon the
effects of liquor on the moral constitution.
But as you are, ladies and gentlemen, to be
highly intellectually entertained by those
who are to follow me, I shall conclude my
remarks for, the present by observing, that
if there be, within the sound of my voice,
any who are addicted to the dangerous use
of intoxicating liquor, let me implore you,
by all that is most dear to you, to abandon
itat once. Let me prevail on you to come
down from the bleak and barren mountains
of intemperance, and enter the verdant fields
of Total Abstinence. You cannot be.un-
acquainted with the fact that liquor is a poi-
son both to the body and to the soul; that
it has brought many innocent women and
children to starvation ; that it has blighted
the prospects of thousands; that it has
filled our jails and our penitentiaries; that
it has planted the gallows time afier time ;
and that it has given millions to the tomb.
Liquor is a curse; and O! great God, launch
forth the thunders of thy wrath against it,
as thou didst against Sodom of yore, and
sweep ity with a besom of destruction, from
the earth !

Washington, D. C., Nov. 25, 1845.

Crovuvar Covrr—Satunpay Dec. 13,1845,

On motion of Mr. Fenoar.r, William Rufus
Elliott was brought into Court, when, after
an argument from that gentleman and an ad-
dress from General Jones on the same side,
the District Attorney also appearing and re-
gisting the motion made for Elliott’s imme-
diate discharge on the presentment made by
the Grand Jury, which Elliott’s counsel
contended was an acquittal, the Court deliv-
ered the following ‘written opinion :

Usirep Stares/versus W. R, ELriorr.

The Grand Jury of this county, charged
at the present term to inquire into all offen-
ces against the peace and the government of
the United States, on the 10th instant re-
turned the following presentment: ¢ The
¢juriors of the United States for the county
¢ aforesaid do upon their oaths present Wm.

¢ B, Elliott for cansing the death of W. Z.|%%

¢ Kendall, by shooting him with a pistol.in
¢ gelf-defence, when he was at(a::ke:r by and
¢was retreating from the said Kendall on or
¢ about the 23d day of August, 1845.”

The defendant has been confined in the
jail of the county since the commission of

| R. Fendall smd Walter Jones'

LAqUIres
harge, on the ground i
?enmtheqiﬁﬁfcm 1:1,1 the?in%.i;g o ‘“p::z;
found,” “mnot a true bill,” on an i nt
for marder ormfnih?xgdmrﬂ  idiotme

A presentment is, stricily s ing, the
notice taken by a Grand jury of any offence,
from their own knowledge or observation,
without any bill of indictment laid before
them at the instance of the King, upon
which - the officer of the Court must after-
wards frame an indietment—4 Blackstone
Com. 301 ; 1 Chitty Criminal Law, 163.

The act of Md., passed November 3,1722,
chap. 4, provides Lﬂ::from and after the pub-
lication hereof no- attorney general, or
clerk of the peace, or of indictments, shall
exhibit any bill or bills of indictment to any
Grand Jury against any person, whatsoever,
without an express order from the Govern-
or and Council, or from the Court where
the prosecution is to be, or'some one of the
Justices of the Court, or unless.the offender
be bound over to such Court, ot that' the
Grand Jury find or make a preseniment of
the offence of their own knowledge, upon
penalty of paying the party grieved all the
damages afd charges that shall be occasion-
ed by such prosecution ; any law, statute,
usage, or custom, to the contrary notwith-
standing.

Under this law, a practice has grown up
to precede indictments by presentment.
This I understand to be the uniform praetice
at this day, and it has been followed in this
instance, the witnesses having been all sum-
moned by the District Attorney at the re-
quest of the defendant’s counsel, so that the
investigation ‘'might be made without delay
by the Grand Jury, he having no further or
otherwise interfered.

The inquiry is, first, whethera presentment
acquitting the accused is equivalentto a
finding to the same effect on an indictment ;
and, second, if so, does this presentment a-
mount to anacquittal in law, orhave the Grand
Jury, on their responsibility, as a most im-
portant and the exclusive originators of Ju-
dicial criminal proceedings, presented such
facts as show that in their judgment no  of-
fence, or and excusable one, has been com-
mitted by the accused. i
~ 1st. The inquiry has been as full as it
would have been on an indictment. This
the Court is bound to presume, of to sup-
pose, which cannot be done byme, that the
Grand Jury, in assuming the high responsi-
bility they have taken, have neglectcd their
duty or misconducted themselves in its dis-
charge. The practice here imposes this full
investigation on them before they present;
if they think a crime has been committed,
they so present, and the indictment follows,
and is found, I presume, without any re-ex-
amination of the witnesses. I am, therefore,
of the opinion that a presentment of crime
or the reverse, under.the peculiar practice
gere, mda.t.lﬁ dt;ght l.oo}a_e qu:ldent to the ac-

on and judgment of a Jury upon a
bill of indictment. ' i

2d. Do they present facts which in law
amount to an acquittal? Homicide in law,
excusable se defendendo, is: “If two men
fight, and if one of them flies, or if one at-
tack another, and without fighting he flies,
and retreating as far as he can, until at length
1o means of escaping his assailant remain
and he then turn round and kill his assailant
in order to avoid destruction, the homicide
is excusable in self-defence.”— Foster 277 5
Arch. Pl. and Ev. 391; 4 Black. Com.
183, 1 Russel on crimes, 543—4 ; 4 Black.
Com. 184 ; “ no possible (or at least prob-
able) means of escaping his assailant.”

The presentment is: « Wm. R. Ellio,
for causing the death of W. Z. Kendall, by
shooting him with a pistol in self«defence,
when he was attacked by, and. was retreat-
ing from the said Kendall,” &e.

That Wm. R. Elliott caused the death of
Wm. Z. Kendall by shooting him—the fact
of the homicide is thus found ; but they fur-
ther say he shot him in self~defence — this
embodies the substance of the definition of a
killing excusable. ' Self-defence means to
protect from an assault on his life, or to save
himself from some great bodily harm; but
the Grand Jury go on to say “ when he was
attacked by, and was retreating from, the
said Kendall;” thereby, it seems to me,
using almost the very terms of the law on
{the subject. '

If (and the Grand Jury so present) it was
a case of self-defence, agr thl;maccugcd was
attacked, and while he wus retreating from,
or to avoid the deceased, it would be excu-
sable homicide in the eye of the law. -

Suppose the Grand Jury had so found on
a bill of indi¢tment, no doubt is or can’ be
entertained that the Court would be bound
on such Judgment of the Grand Jury to dis
charge the defendant. The presentment js,
under the practice; here equivalent.

I know no responsibility but that which
I owe to God and my conscience for an
upright discharge of duty. Here, however
there is none but what rests on the Grami’
Jury, who discharged their duty with eon-
scientiousness and integrity I have neither -
doubt, nor right to doubt.

I am of opinion the accused is entitled,
under the presentment made, to his dis-
charge, and so accordingly order.

. ‘The accused, W. R. Elliott, was accord-
ingly discharged from custody, and left the
Court-house, accompanied by his relatives,
who‘had anxiously attended the argumeut
and judgment in the case. '

Tor Onaronio or Jupuruan was performed the
fourth time in this ity last Tuesda: tat Cary-
8i’s Saloon.  We understand ﬁn& r. Hewitt was

ain honored with a brilliant’ and respectable au
dience, who téstified their approbation and aau;ﬂi
in the most unequivoeal manner. We sinderely
}:qnpe ‘@atkwh%e;.thh. “i; pe;zomg hh“zu

ow York audien J 4 author’s
credit as 4 com P::", ‘and Iﬁ;lml y patronised.
Itis to ba b tout, as we are led to understand,
under the auspices of the Sacred Musical Bociety

of New York.—Nut. Intel, .




